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ACADEMIC PROGRAMMING

CALLING ALL FEBRUARY & SPRING PROPOSALS
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February Shorts
February 3-7

Classes meet 2-5 times during one week.

PROPOSAL FORM

Spring Semester
March 3-May 9

Classes meet once a week for 7-10 weeks.

PROPOSAL FORM

Proposal deadline for both: November 24

We welcome proposals from both new and previous study group leaders! For
more information about being an SGL at OLLI, please visit the Become an
Instructor page on the website. If you or someone you know is interested in
leading a study group for the first time and would like to speak with someone,

please email olli@american.edu with your contact information and we will get

in touch with you.

To propose a study group, click the applicable button above. You will need to
log in with your OLLI username/password or create an account if it's your first
time. Class formats in February and spring will continue to be in-person or

online. Study group leaders select their format preference on the proposal form.

LECTURES
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NO LECTURE TODAY
Please note that there will not be a lecture today, October 25. Instead, please

join us for OLLI at AU's annual Town Hall. Please click here to join via Zoom.

See more information below.

No registration is required to attend online lectures. The Zoom link will be

included in next Friday's newsletter.

NEXT WEEK'S LECTURE

John Leshy, The Past and Future of America's
Federal Lands

November 1

1:30-2:30 PM

Online via Zoom

John Leshy is Professor Emeritus at the University
of California College of the Law in San Francisco.
Yale University Press published his comprehensive
political history of America’s public lands, Our
Common Ground, in 2022. Leshy was Solicitor of
the Interior Department throughout the Clinton
Administration, and earlier served as special
counsel to the Chair of the Natural Resources
Committee of the US House of Representatives, a
law professor at Arizona State University, Associate
Solicitor of Interior for Energy and Resources in the
Carter Administration, an attorney-advocate with
the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), and
a litigator in the US Department of Justice Civil

Rights Division.

OLLI EVENTS

TOWN HALL
Friday, October 25 | 1:30-2:30 PM
Hybrid: Room A (on the first floor) & online via Zoom

Click here to join via Zoom

Join us to hear from OLLI leadership and members about the current state of

OLLI at AU. No registration required.


https://olli-dc-org.zoom.us/j/95774835698?pwd=h2CIfAOQmgveY9dsWuF1Xb3aVATTyr.1
https://olli-dc-org.zoom.us/j/95774835698?pwd=h2CIfAOQmgveY9dsWuF1Xb3aVATTyr.1

SERENDIPITY TALK

Joe Belden, Memories of my Uncool Gun

Monday, October 28 | 3:30-4:30 PM

Online via Zoom

To me, the 2012 Sandy Hook massacre of first graders by a deranged shooter
using a military-style assault rifle is one of the worst single events in our

history. Shortly after that horror, I heard a weapons expert interviewed on public
radio. The interviewer asked, why do so many people want to own this weapon,
which is designed only for killing people in war. The expert said, "Because it’s a
cool gun." That immediately made me think of my own Army enlisted service in
the late 1960s. Purely by luck of the draw my overseas duty was in Korea (1968-
69) rather than Vietham. The weapon in Vietham, a real shooting war, was the
Army’s relatively new M16, the cool gun—and the ancestor of today’s assault
rifles. Those of us serving elsewhere—Korea, Germany, etc.—all had the older
M14 rifle. This talk will examine those two weapons from my experience, with
some comment on the current culture that so fetishizes assault rifles.

Joe Belden is a writer and consultant on rural issues, poverty, and affordable
housing. In recent years he has taught courses at American University’s OLLI
program, the Allende Institute in Mexico, and other venues. He writes regularly
for The Daily Yonder and other publications. From 1989 until 2015 he was
Deputy Executive Director of the Housing Assistance Council, and also worked at

USDA, on Capitol Hill, and for several DC-based think tanks.

SERENDIPITY TALK
Mark Gottlieb, Planning for Medicare Annual Enrollment: Know Your
Options
Wednesday, November 6 | 3:30-4:30 PM
Online via Zoom
As the annual enrollment period approaches, the Medicare population gets
bombarded with promotional materials from a large number of companies.
These materials, as well as tv ads, can be confusing and misleading. Study
Group Leader Mark Gottlieb has developed this program that sets forth the main
components of Medicare and the many supplemental products available to
maximize coverage, including all of the Medicare Advantage and Prescription
Drug plans newly approved by Medicare for 2024.

Mark Gottlieb is an independent insurance broker who previously worked for
several well-known insurance companies, including New York Life and Mutual of
Omaha. After spending the first part of his career in the health services field

doing strategic and business planning and development, as well as regulatory



compliance, Mark entered the insurance industry in 2000 specifically to assist
seniors. Mark is passionate about helping others to protect themselves and their
loved ones relative to their financial security and piece of mind. Mark has taught
the class Long-Term Care Expenses in Retirement for the past five summers at

OLLI

No registration is required for either Serendipity. The Zoom link will be e-
mailed to all those subscribed to the OLLI newsletter the morning of the talks. If
you do not receive the newsletter and would like to attend, please join the email

list at https://www.olli-dc.org/join_email_list.

THE MARKET AT AMERICAN UNIVERSITY

Join OLLI in supporting the Market at AU. American University offers the Market
Food Pantry, providing free groceries and limited personal-care items to help
students experiencing food insecurity. Donations are needed now more than
ever. Find a list of items the AU Market needs on their Amazon Wishlist, or
view the general list of Market needs here. There is a box in the Social
Space and outside the OLLI office to collect any donations from OLLI

members.

OLLI HAPPENINGS

OLLI CLUBS

Have you heard about the different clubs offered here at OLLI? These clubs are
group gatherings organized by OLLI members with a shared interest. If you are
interested in starting or joining a club, please contact the office at 202-895-4860

or olli@american.edu.

AU EVENTS
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Combatting Antisemitism in Extremist Social Media with Nathalie

Japkowicz

Monday, October 28 | 4:00 PM | Registration Required

Online via Zoom

Dr. Nathalie Japkowicz is a Professor of Computer Science at American
University. She recently completed a six-year term as the department’s Chair.

Her area of expertise is Artificial Intelligence, especially Machine Learning and


https://auartstix.universitytickets.com/w/event.aspx?id=1883

Natural Language Processing, two areas she has explored for over three
decades.

This talk will present recent Artificial Intelligence-based strategies developed
at American University to discover coded antisemitic terminology in extremist
social media posts and analyze the posts’ content to identify the specific kind of

antisemitism they convey. The talk will be accessible to a general audience.

MORE INFO/REGISTER

THE

CIVIC

LIFE

“Deciphering_the Political Process: 2024

“What Happens After Election Day -
How the Electoral College Works”

“What Just Happened? What Did We Learn
from Election 2024?”

“What Happens Next? The Presidential
Transition of Power”

SINE INSTITUTE KOGOD SCHOOL of BUSINESS

of POLICY & POLITICS AMERICAN UNIVERSITY » WASHINGTON, DG

What Happens After Election Day? How the Electoral College Works
Tuesday, October 29 | 4:00 PM | Registration Required
Mary Graydon Center, Room 305
The talk will be moderated by 2020 Sine Fellow and WhatsApp Head of Internal
Communications Janet Rodriguez and will feature The Brookings Institution
Senior Fellow Elaine Kamarck and American Enterprise Institute Resident
Scholar John C. Fortier.

It will be the first in "Deciphering the Political Process: 2024," a series of
three election discussions Sine is hosting this autumn before, during, and after

the election as part of The Civic Life initiative.

REGISTER


https://www.american.edu/cas/israelstudies/antisemitism-political-tradition.cfm
https://american.swoogo.com/theciviclife?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2_aymPHoTPns48uTn6Cg-geROQt-hIGb6l1p1_1jf_Pv-hFzkcTO7XkkM_aem_Ljb451xLF61RLjjanbpF1w

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at American University

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at American University is an association of, by, and for
the people in the Washington, DC area who wish to continue to study and learn.
OLLI at AU is dedicated to the proposition that learning is a lifelong process and that curiosity
never retires.
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