Television in the 1950’s

e Did your family gather regularly in front of the television set
during the evenings?

e Do you remember the evolving size and shape of television in
the 1950’s?

e When did your family first purchase a color television set?

Did you ever eat frozen TV dinners? What were your favorite (or least
favorite) foods?

Have you ever heard of the Dumont Television Network?

Do you remember television commercials, political ads, or either of the
presidential conventions (‘52, ‘56) being broadcast? Do you think they
influenced your parents’ voting?

Did you enjoy watching variety shows? What acts or stars made an impression
on you?

Did you watch a variety of programs or stick to 1-2 genres?
What was your favorite program from the decade?
If you were a child in the fifties, did you have a “television hero?”
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After the sixth seres ended in May 1957 there weore thisteen one-hour

specials: The Lucy-Desi Comedy Howur (2 March 1900) was the: iast, filrmed

during the break-up of Ball and Amaz's marrages. CES scheduled ne-—runs

of sarty episodes In the mid-1950s and the persona of Lucy was kept alive

o the 1960s, wan Ball portraying her as a widow and singla rmother, But

the fact that these later shows — The Lucy Show (1962-8, with Vivian Vance
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Lucy {(1988) — did not have tha impact of { Losve 1he Lucy

phunormencn was deeply wedded to 1950s ideclogy & uﬁ‘-}'." 3%
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Figure 4.3 Lucile 2all tests VRameatavegamen in “Lucy Does a TV Commercial’, 7 Lowe
Lucy (CBS, 5 May 1852). :
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Connecticut in season six (1956-7) where the two couples remained
together — an elemnent that Lynn Spigel notes was common among shows
like The Honeymooners for extending ‘metaphors of neighbourhood’.®
Most Lucy episodes focused on the Ricardo household, with scripts such
as ‘The Freezer' (28 April 1952) mining the comic potential of domesticity:
- when Lucy and Ethel order far too much beef to store in Lucy’s new walk-
“in freezer they decide to go into town to sell the excess meat to unsus-
‘aver more farcical, with Lucy getting into ridiculous scrapes - in the same
- episode sha bacomes locked in the freezer and Is transformed into a frozen

.

farciod "= and her handiing of the script is
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Desilu was set up o promote the couple's vaudeville act, but the import-

'the independent company with its 50 per cent share in Lucy was
demonstrated in 1953 when Ball's name was connected with communism,
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In Red Channes, she was throatened with the blacklist. The FBI had exteq-
sive files on Ball and Arnaz, and for most actors it would have bean the end
of their career. But Ball was cleared of suspicion after testifying as a
witness at a HUAC subcommittee in September 1953, and Amaz began
the third series of / Love Lucy with an impassioned speech stressing that
communists had chased him out of Cuba and that Ball had never been a
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identification with the show's characters and settings, but also the fact that
the cultural journey of the Ricardos reflected My-.\d.mw d to

wzines, clothes, ¢ \';.medohmﬁnumdmﬂdqm

353) reinforcing I Love Lucy as a ‘central story cycle' of the 1950s
’ ot ,m'mfa-cm

festyle.*' But while the show became part of cultural commodification,

episodes & more subversive edge. However, aithough Lucy's adventures

ce led her into disastrous scrapes in the public sphere, the



